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2018 ROSE PARADE 


SIGHTS AND SOUNDS 


Musical performances and marching bands thrill visitors to Pasadena 


By Jason Henry 
jhenry@scng.com @JasonMHenry on Twitter 


usic took on a headlining 
M role at the 129th Rose Pa- 

rade with big opening and 
closing numbers, a surprise per- 
formance by Earth, Wind & Fire, 
and the best marching bands from 
around the world. 

Youtube star and singer Todrick Hall 
kicked off the mostly tame event with 
an elaborate production with 100 danc- 
ers and musicians. Hours later, pop art- 
ist Andy Grammer closed out the day 
with a mobile concert, complete with 
an accompanying audience of fans who 
launched into a synchronized dance. 

But it was funk and soul band Earth, 
Wind & Fire that stole the spotlight 
with a surprise performance of “Sep- 
tember” after emerging from The Fo- 
rum’s float. The Inglewood venue is cel- 
ebrating its 50th anniversary. 

The spinning, leaping and dancing 
band members of the Kyoto Tachibana 
High School wowed when their athletic 
choreography did not stop them from 
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INSIDE: For extended coverage of the 
104th Rose Bowl Game, see sports 


KEITH BIRMINGHAM — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
The Georgia Bulldogs’ Sony Michel, 

right, runs the ball in the first half of the 
College Football Playoff semifinal during 
the 104th Rose Bowl Game in Pasadena. 
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ED CRISOSTOMO — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


The Bands of Santiago Sharks, of Santiago High in Corona, march along Colorado Boulevard. 


SARAH REINGEWIRTZ — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


The 100th Rose Queen, Isabella Marez, waves to the crowd during the parade. 


Top: The Singpoli float, “Rising Above,” wins the Sweepstakes Award on Monday during the 2018 Rose Parade in Pasadena. 
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Staff report 


Riverside stepped into the na- 
tional spotlight Monday with its first 
Rose Parade float in decades. 

And it stepped in style, winning 
the “Golden State” award for most 
outstanding depiction of life in Cal- 
ifornia. 

Other Inland groups and residents 
weren't far behind. 

A massive replica of the city’s 
crown jewel — the Mission Inn — 
glided through the Pasadena parade 
route to mark the 25th anniversary 
of the Festival of Lights holiday cel- 
ebration. 


Also seen by spectators and the 
huge TV audience were 37 people 
from “Ramona,” Hemet’s iconic out- 
door play — including its star-crossed 
lovers, Ramona and Alessandro. 
Hemet’s So Cal Mini Horse Sanctu- 
ary Inc. was there, too, as were the 
Norco Cowgirls and Little Miss Norco 
Cowgirls Rodeo drill teams. 

Making music at the parade for a 
second time were the Bands of San- 
tiago Sharks, from Corona’s Santiago 
High School. And, on a more somber 
note, the Donate Life float saluted 
late Riverside teenager Giovanni 
Valle, whose organs were donated 
after his tragic death. 
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The City of Riverside float makes its way down the parade 
route at the Rose Parade in Pasadena on Monday. 


Not exactly 

Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride 
There will soon be a bus from 
the Inland Empire to Disneyland. 
Cost: $3 each way. LOCAL 1 


COURTESY PHOTO 
An example of 
the RTA buses 
that will go to 
Disneyland. 


Hidden treasures 


The San Bernardino 
County Museum has 


a collection that’s not 


on display. LOCAL 1 


More violence in Iran 
Another night of protests 
has left 10 people dead, 
Iranian state television said 
Monday. NEWS 3 


Shops 
begin 
selling 
legal pot 


As of Sunday, the state 
had issued over 100 


licenses to businesses 


By Brooke Staggs 
bstaggs@scng.com 
@JournoBrooke on Twitter 


Californians lined up at dispen- 
saries throughout the state Mon- 
day morning to be among the first 
to purchase recreational mari- 
juana, more than a year after the 
state’s voters passed Proposition 
64, which legalized cannabis. 

Whether they were celebrating 
a major shift in cultural attitudes 
about marijuana or just looking 
to enjoy the right to get high le- 
gally, it was a big day for the shops 
and their customers. 

“What a way to start the new 
year,” said Rome VanBergen, 57, 
who was waiting under a green 
canopy when 420 Central in Santa 
Ana opened at 7 a.m. 

VanBergen lives in Long Beach, 
but Santa Ana was the closest city 
to have legal sales on Jan. 1. 

“T don’t really smoke it or use it, 
to be honest,” VanBergen said. But 
as a longtime advocate for can- 
nabis legalization, she wanted to 
buy taxed products and show her 
support for legal shops in hopes 
that other cities and states will 
take note. 

“Tt should be legal nationally,” 
she said. “It’s a plant.” 

Medical marijuana has been 
legal in California since 1996, 
when the Golden State made his- 
tory by approving Proposition 215. 
But patients have needed a doc- 
tor’s recommendation to buy can- 

MARIJUANA » PAGE 7 


CHILD 
POVERTY 
RATE ON 
THE RISE 


A recent report 
attributes the increase 
to high cost of living in 
state and inadequate 
family income 


By Ashley Hopkinson 
EdSource 


Nearly a quarter of California 
children 5 years old and younger 
live in poverty, according to a new 
report that examines the impact 
of the cost of living and family in- 
come on the state’s youngest res- 
idents. 

The report, titled “Reduc- 
ing Child Poverty in California,” 
found that 31 percent of “poor” 
families spend more than half of 
their income on housing, making 
it difficult to meet basic needs, 
such as food and health care. Five 
percent of families in the state 
live in “deep poverty,” meaning 
they have less than half the re- 
sources they need, states the re- 
port, published by Public Policy 
Institute of California. 

The report defines “poor” us- 
ing the California Poverty Mea- 
sure, which is based on work in- 
come, social service benefits, such 
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Riverside 


Temecula: Desert: Mountains: 
76/45 77/55 67/43 


Full weather forecast » PAGE A10 
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